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THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF
THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
January 18, 1990
So that the reader might better understand these minutes, the following
brief historical background is included.
On January 9, 1990, the UNM Board of Regents held a press conference
and announced that two presidential candidates, Dr. Richard E. Peck and Dr.
Eugene P. Trani, would visit the campus the following week to meet with
administrators, faculty, students, staff, alumni and members of the
community. Scheduled meetings were to be attended only by persons who had
received an invitation. Faculty members felt that limiting faculty
participation in the review process was unfair and they asked the Regents to
consider having open forums where each candidate could make a brief
presentation and then respond to questions. The Regents agreed to this
proposal and open forums were held.

•

Certain Hispanic groups objected to the search process because they
felt it was too secretive and they pointed out that the Charge to the Search
Committee had specified that five to twelve candidates would be brought to
campus. They felt that at least one Hispanic should be among the candidates •
Dr. Peck and Dr. Trani visited the campus as scheduled and on January
18, 1990 the Regents scheduled an executive meeting to be followed by an open

meeting to announce the new president. During the executive meeting the
Regents were informed that certain Hispanic groups and an Hispanic applicant
for the UNM presidency had filed for an injunction to halt the selection
process claiming it was discriminatory. The Regents recessed their executive
meeting in order to attend a State District Court hearing at which JUdge John
Brennan denied the request for an injunction. After Judge Brennan's decision
was announced, the President of the Board of Regents announced that a special
open meeting would be held at 8:30 p.m.
The Regents of the University met at 8:33 p.m. on Thursday, January 18,
Affidavits concerning the pUblic
notice of this meeting are on file in the Office of the Secretary of the
University.

1990, in the Roberts Room, Scholes Hall.

Present:

Robert Sanchez, President
Ken Johns
Roberta Ramo,
C. Gene Samberson
Jerry Apodaca

Absent:

Frank Borman
Siegfried Hecker
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Regent President Robert Sanchez said that the special meeting of the
UNM Board of Regents had been called to consider two items and he asked Regent
Roberta Ramo to present them.
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Regent Ramo said that the original charge to the Presidential Search
Committee had specified that the Committee would recommend to the Regents "no
less than five and no more than twelve candidates." After the deliberations
of the committee had been completed, it was determined that there were two
candidates with outstanding qualifications who should be presented to the
Board. The Board, in informal discussion, agreed that only two candidates
would be presented and Regent Ramo moved that the charge to the Search
Committee be amended to read " ••• an unranked list of two candidates."

•

The motion was seconded by Regent Jerry Apodaca and carried.
(Note: The Search Committee Report to the Regents and the amended
Charge to the Search Committee are filed with the official minutes of the
meeting. )
Regent Ramo then moved that the Board of Regents employ Dr. Richard E.
Peck as President of the University of New Mexico. The motion was seconded by
Regent Ken Johns.
Regent Ramo stated that as Chairman of the Search Committee and as a
Regent she felt enormous enthusiasm and a great deal of hope that the second
century of UNM will be a time in which the University achieves the greatness
it deserves. She said it is her sincere hope and belief that Dr. Peck will
begin the second century with that goal and that he will be able to help bind
old wounds and lead the institution toward greatness. She also said that she
believes Dr. Peck will bring to us a sense of the unique place that UNM should
have in the hearts of its citizens and will make the University a model of
diversity and of excellence for all universities.

•

Regent Gene Samberson expressed appreciation to the Search Committee
and particularly to the Chair, Regent Ramo, for bringing forth two candidates
with outstanding qualifications. He said it was the first time he had been
faced with such a dilemma--that of having to choose between two exceptionally
qualified candidates. His only regret was that the Board could not employ
both of them.
Regent Jerry Apodaca said that this week was a significant time for the
University and a monumental time in its history. UNM has spent 100 years
growing up and now is ready to move forward to claim its share of greatness.
The selection of this particular President is most important and he said that
the Search Committee and the Board showed integrity throughout the process.
He stated that those persons concerned with the process have reasons to be
frustrated because this University in the past has not performed as it
should. While we need to learn from the past, the real issue is the future,
and Regent Apodaca said that in his judgment Dr. Peck is the person to lead
UNM. Referring to the support that Dr. Peck had received from the University
community, he said that it was a good feeling for a person in a position of
responsibility to be able to support the candidate who is the choice of the
people. The Board of Regents, the faculty, and the students must work to heal
the wounds, but, more importantly, we need a leader who can help the healing
process. Regent Apodaca stated that he was convinced that Dr. Peck is that
leader.
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Regent Ken Johns said that the votes of Regents Siegfried Hecker and
Frank Borman could not be accepted because they were not present. However, in
discussions held by telephone, it was evident that they agreed with the
decision one hundred percent.
Regent Sanchez said that when the Regents began the search for a new
president, they knew that they must bring to the institution someone who could
lead it into the second century and he believes, without a shadow of a doubt,
that the Board has accomplished that goal. He said it had been an honor to
work with Regent Ramo on the Search Committee and he had gained great respect
for the members of the Committee.
The question was called and the Regents voted unanimously to appoint
Dr. Richard E. Peck as the President of the University of New Mexico.
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
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